The domestic goat has long been known to harbor a Mallophagan (biting louse) species leculiar to it and to one The new species is unusually large for u Trichodectes, the females being more than two millimeters in length (some individuals, almost 1/2 ram.), the males not quite so long. T. climax hardly
But the goat, at least certain individuals of the merino goat, living in California, do afford food and shelter to another and larger species of Trichodectes than the long-known and widespread climax. This species we are describing in this paper.
The specimens of the new species (many males and females)
were received this month (November) Female: Body, length e.4 mm., width (widest across fifth abdominal segment), 1.8 mm., head, length .4 ram., width .57 mm. General color pale yellowish brown, the head and thorax and the median abdominal blotches darker than the almost whitish ground color of the abdomen. Dorsal surface of the whole body with a sparse covering of short, fine, spine-hairs. In addition there are longer hairs along the lateral margins and in regular segmental transverse series on the abdomen.
The head is broader than long, the region behind the antennae being distinctly and suddenly broader than the part in front. The clypeal margin is flatly convex, and the occipital margin shallowly concave. The antennae are long enough to reach, if bent directly backward, to the hind lateral angles of the head, but no farther than that. The head is uni-colored, showing no markings except the slightly darker narrow margin all around, and a pair of short, distinct narrow bands (more like small linear blotches) extending from base of antennae to the clypeal margin. Several not long hairs in each temporal angle and the whole head sparsely covered with short, fine spine-hairs.
Prothorax with sharply produced, conspicuous lateral angles, with a group of five or six rather strong, although not long, hairs in each angle. It is much wider than long, as is also the metathorax which is about the same width as the prothorax, but is a little longer. The metathorax has a doubly angulated posterior margin, with the median portion concave. There are numerous longish stiff hairs along the postero-lateral margins of the segment, and a transverse dorsal series of a dozen or more hairs across the segment near the posterior margin. The legs have the single tarsal segment unusually long and distinct, and the tibiae bear numerous short but distinct and sharp spine-hairs.
The abdomen is large and thick, symmetrically elliptical with broad ends, and covered sparsely with minute pointed spine-hairs. There is also a transverse series of longer but fine spinehairs across the dorsal surface of each segment just in front of the posterior margin of the segment. 
